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introdUction to
north Bondi War MeMorial

The driving essence of the new memorial is to symbolise the solidarity, unison, courage and spirit of Australian 
mateship during wartime. The memorial has used Australian sandstone and stainless steel, and the black 
granite has been imported especially from India.

Today the Returned & Services League of Australia – North Bondi Sub-Branch, who commissioned the 
construction of this new war memorial, donates it to the community of Waverley.  The new war memorial was 
designed by Byran Bathgate of Curtain Bathgate & Somers Architects, the commissioned sculpture is by Di 
Emme Creative Solutions and construction of the memorial site is by Whitcon Pty Ltd. Mitchell Brandtman 
NSW were project managers and quantity surveyors during construction of the memorial.

The four main features of this new war memorial are:

Memorial Sculpture

the large “S” shape memorial sculpture is made 
of marine grade stainless steel, glass and stone 
with four bronze pillars in the middle with the 
words “endurance”, “Mateship”, “courage” and 
“Sacrifice” inscribed. throughout the sculpture 
there are 20 descriptive plaques of each war 
australia has been in and one plaque dedicated 
to peacekeeping; 

Reginald ‘Reg’ Saunders Wall

the capt. reginald Saunders MBe granite 
Wall recognises australia’s first aboriginal 
commissioned officer. 

it is emblazoned with the following quote “On 
Anzac eve we dug in among friends.  At last 
I felt like an Anzac, and imagine there were 
600 others like me.”  this quote is in bronze 
lettering across a large Black granite Wall with 
a cast bronze plaque that reads “Capt. Reginald 
Walter Saunders MBE – the first Aboriginal 
commissioned officer, said on 24 April 1951 at 
the Battle of Kapyong during the Korean War.”  
this Wall overlooks Bondi Beach;  

Victoria Cross Wall

the victoria cross recipients Wall is made of 
Black granite, and  shows laser images, names, 
rank, and theatre of war for all 98 australian vc 
award recipients; and

“Lest We Forget” Wall

the words “lest We forget” are emblazoned 
on a Black granite with aged bronze lettering 
along with aged cast bronze badges of the royal 
australian navy, army and royal australian air 
force.
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A Message 

froM the rSl nSW State PreSident

4

1 Welcoming of guests by Presiding officer – 
Sub-Branch vice President david S. Sims

2 hymn: “god of our fathers” 

3 the lord’s Prayer : (to be said by all) 

4 Unveiling

 victoria cross recipients Wall unveiled  
by retired army Warrant officer  
Keith Payne, vc, oaM

 capt reginald Saunders MBe Wall (first 
aboriginal commissioned officer) unveiled 
by gary oakley -  indigenous liaison officer 
australian War  Memorial  and national 
President atSivSa.

 “lest We forget” Wall unveiled by the  
Joe Madeley oaM – President of the rats  
of tobruk association

 Memorial sculpture unveiled by  
Brigadier david Mulhall, aM, cSc 
(commander 17th combat Support  
Service Brigade representing the chief of 
defence force and army), rSl nSW State 
President don rowe oaM and  
Mayor John Wakefield               

order of Service

5 dedication of the Memorial by chaplain 
gregory Mcgregor, ran

Fly Past by the UH1B Iroquois Helicopter 
of the Royal Australian Navy  

Historic Flight

6 the royal australian navy catafalque party 
from hMaS Watson will be mounted and 
take up its position and “rest on arms” 
immediately following the dedication 
ceremony. the national flag adjacent to the 
Memorial being lowered to “half-mast” prior 
to the catafalque party taking up its position.

7 address by retired regimental Sergeant 
Major of the army Wally thompson  
(1st rSM of the army)

A S we draw towards the 
centennial of anzac it 

is still important today that 
we remember those who 
served and those who made 
the supreme sacrifice for our 
country and the freedom of 
others around the world.  this 
magnificent War Memorial 
will remind us that young 
australians were prepared to put 
their lives on the line in our defence 
force.  We see our men and women 
serve in numerous places around the world 
continuing the traditions that were founded 
nearly 100 years ago. 

as the people of north Bondi 
gather here in quiet reflection 
they will recall the sacrifice we 
as a nation have made.  We will 
be reminded, particularly of the 
valour of so many when we 
view the victoria cross Wall with 
the names etched of those who 

were awarded our nation’s highest 
medal for gallantry.  as we pause 

to remember those who made the 
supreme sacrifice we will remember the 

huge loss we as a nation suffered.  it would 
also be a bigger tragedy if we did not pause to 
remember them.  lest We forget.

Don Rowe OAM 
State President
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8 the laying of official Wreaths

9 address by Brigadier david Mulhall, aM, 
cSc – commander 17th combat Support 
Service Brigade

10 the ode given by north Bondi rSl Sub-
Branch President fred alderman

11 Prayer (offered by all): o god of hosts

12 army Band Bugles/trumpets will sound 
“laSt PoSt”

13 the Silence (two minutes) 

14 army Band Bugles/trumpets will sound 
“reveille” 

15 rSl nSW State President don rowe oaM 
presents deed to new war memorial to 
Waverley council Mayor John Wakefield

16 the national anthem

 australians all let us rejoice 

 for we are young and free

 We've golden soil and wealth for toil,

 our home is girt by sea:

 our land abounds in nature's gifts 

 of beauty rich and rare, 

 in history's page let every stage 

 advance australia fair, 

 in joyful strains then let us sing 

 advance australia fair.  

 Beneath our radiant Southern cross, 

 We'll toil with hearts and hands, 

 to make this commonwealth of ours 

 renowned of all the lands, 

 for those who've come across the seas 

 We've boundless plains to share, 

 With courage let us all combine 

 to advance australia fair. 

 in joyful strains then let us sing, 

 advance australia fair.

17 after the service has concluded the royal 
australian navy catafalque Party will be 
dismounted and dismissed.

18 refreshment in the north Bondi rSl club.

I       n May 1969 australian Keith 
Payne was leading a mobile strike 

force when the north vietnamese 
army attacked from three 
directions. What followed was 
to put Payne into the select 
band of men who have earned 
the victoria cross and survived.

Born in Queensland in 
august 1933, Payne became 
an apprentice tradesman after 
leaving school. he subsequently 
joined the army in 1951 and 
served in Korea and Malaya before 
being appointed to the elite australian 
army training team vietnam in february 
1969.

on May 24th of that year, chief Warrant officer 
(Wo-2) Payne was commanding the 212th 
company of the 1st Mobile Strike force in 
Kontum when the nva launched a powerful 
assault. With the company isolated and coming 
under heavy rocket and mortar fire, Payne’s 
indigenous troops began to retreat. despite being 
wounded in the hands and arms, he covered 
the withdrawal before successfully establishing a 
defensive perimeter.

BiograPhy

Keith Payne, VC, OAM
Unveiling the Victoria Cross Wall

With night falling, Payne rushed back 
alone into enemy territory to 

search for survivors. evading the 
communist’s fire, the 35-year old 
australian spent three hours 
rescuing forty men who’d 
been wounded or stranded 
during the initial attack. 
despite the danger, his injuries 
and undoubted fatigue, he 
successfully led the party, which 

included a wounded american 
advisor, back behind the defensive 

perimeter and on to the battalion 
base, arriving at 3am.

Payne’s bravery on that night earned him the 
victoria cross, Britain and the commonwealth’s 
highest award for gallantry. he was also awarded 
the distinguished Service cross by the United 
States, and the republic of vietnam presented 
him with the cross of gallantry with Bronze Star.

after vietnam Payne was posted to the royal 
Military college, duntroon, as an instructor, 
before retiring from the army in 1975.

Keith Payne was one of only four men to earn 
the victoria cross in vietnam.
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D avid Mulhall was born on 
14 nov 1964 in Brisbane and 

completed school at the Marist 
college ashgrove. he graduated 
from the officer cadet School 
Portsea in 1984 into the royal 
australian corps of transport.

after gaining regimental, staff 
and representational experience 
as a junior officer, Brigadier 
Mulhall was promoted to major 
in 1995 and posted to the British 
army’s School of logistics to study 
advanced operational logistics. he 
returned to australia to take up sub-unit 
command in 1st combat Service Support 
Battalion. following attendance at army command 
& Staff college (c&Sc) Queenscliff in 1998, 
Brigadier Mulhall was posted to the directorate of 
officer career Management – army (docM-a) 
as a career advisor. 

in January 2000, he was promoted to lieutenant 
colonel and returned to c&Sc as an instructor. 
Upon the establishment of the australian 
command and Staff college the following year, 
Brigadier Mulhall was posted as one of the 
directing Staff and subsequently appointed as the 
inaugural chief instructor. Brigadier Mulhall then 
had the privilege to command the 1st combat 
Service Support Battalion in 2002-03. Brigadier 
Mulhall returned to docM-a in 2004 as the 
career advisor for lieutenant colonels and also 
acted as the director officer career Management 
– army for eight months. 

Brigadier Mulhall was promoted to colonel in July 
2005 and appointed as the director Personnel 

operations – army, before deploying to 
iraq as the chief of Plans (logistics), 

Multi-national force – iraq.  Upon 
return to australia in august 2006, 
Brigadier Mulhall was posted as 
the director logistics – army 
and then attended the centre 
for defence and Strategic 
Studies. on completion of that 
course in december 2008, 
Brigadier Mulhall was promoted 

to his current rank and appointed 
as the inaugural chief of Staff 

army headquarters. he assumed 
command of 17th combat Service 

Support Brigade on 14 december 2010.

Brigadier Mulhall was appointed a Member of the 
Military division of the order of australia in the 
2007 Queen’s Birthday honours list, awarded the 
conspicuous Service cross in the 2011 Queen’s 
Birthday honours list and has also been awarded 
the US army Bronze Star Medal for his service 
on operation iraQi freedoM (operation 
catalySt). he has successfully read for a 
Master of engineering, Master of defence Studies, 
graduate diploma of transportation Planning 
& Management, graduate diploma of Strategic 
Studies and a Bachelor of Professional Studies.  

david is married to Michelle who retired recently 
from the Permanent air force at the rank of 
Wing commander and who is now serving in the 
air force reserve. Michelle and david are proud 
parents of Sarah, who was born in 2007. Michelle 
is very kind to indulge david’s passion for rugby 
and to console him following each terrible round 
of golf.

BiograPhy
Brigadier David T. Mulhall, AM, CSC

commander 17th combat Service Support Brigade
Unveiling the Memorial Sculpture and Guest Speaker

BiograPhy

Warrant Officer Class 1 Wally Thompson, OAM
Guest Speaker

W o1 Wally thompson was born 
in Sydney in 1932 and educated 

at ashfield technical School. he 
enlisted in the citizen Military 
forces in 1950 with the 30th 
Battalion (nSW Scottish) and 
in the next four years also 
completed his national Service 
after transferring to the 45th 
Battalion (the St george 
regiment).

after that he relinquished his 
attained rank of sergeant and 
joined the australian regular army as 
a private soldier and went to Kapooka 
to undertake basic training.

the australian army was to be his home for the 
next 32 years.

during that time Wo1 thompson served in 
many positions as an infantry soldier including 
spells with the 1st, 2nd and 4th Battalions of the 
royal australian regiment and the australian 
army training team vietnam, australia’s most 
highly decorated army Unit. 

during his initial tour, while acting as an adviser 
with the 2nd infantry division, Wo1 thompson 
was awarded their South vietnamese cross of 
gallantry with Silver Star. 

he made three tours of vietnam and 
fought with the “fighting first” 

(1rar) at the Battle of fire 
Support Base coral in 1968.

on return to australia Wo1 
thompson filled a large 
number of training positions 
with regular and reserve 
units, skillfully imparting his vast 
knowledge of the military art to 
soldiers, young and old alike.

he was awarded the Medal of 
the order of australia in 1977 

for services to the army as the 
regimental Sergeant Major of the School 

of infantry, at Singleton.

in 1983 Wo1 thompson was appointed the first 
ever rSM of the army - a position he held until 
retirement in 1987.

in retirement Wo1 thompson has remained 
very much in touch with his wide network of 
friends and colleagues, continuing to contribute 
when his counsel is sought as an elder statesman 
of the army community.

he is married to Judith and they have two sons 
and two daughters. 
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BiograPhy

Joseph Noble Madeley, OAM, JP
Unveiling the Lest We Forget Wall

J oSePh noble Madeley was 
born on 28 february 1920, he 

was raised on his father’s farm 
“Mount Kemmel”, Weethalle, 
named after the battle site in 
Belgium of the same name 
where Joe’s father fought in 
one of his WWi battles.

Joe Madeley enlisted in the 
Second aif at Wagga Wagga, 
on 28 august 1940 and was 
posted as a reinforcement for 
the 2/13 Battalion. 

he sailed for the Middle east and 
joined the 2/13th Battalion in tobruk. 
he stayed for the whole seige and left with 
the battalion on 16 december 1941 - the last 
australians to leave tobruk. 

following tobruk, the battalion went to Syria (the 
area now known as lebanon) and then returned 
to egypt in early 1942 to commence training 
for the el alamein battles. Joe was wounded 
during the main el alamein battle of october-
november 1942.

the battalion returned to australia, with 
the 9th division, on 28 february 

1943 (Joe’s birthday) and then 
went to atherton tablelands, Qld, 
for training in jungle fighting. 
following this training, the 9th 
division was taken by ship to 
new guinea where it took 
part in the first amphibious 
landing, by australian troops, 
since gallipoli, at red Beach, lae 

on 4 September 1943. 

after lae was secured, the 9 th 
division took part in another amphibious 

landing on Scarlet Beach at finschhafen 22 
September 1943. 

the battalion suffered heavy losses in the new 
guinea battles and was in Borneo at wars end.

Joe Madeley took part in all of the 2/13th’s major 
battles since tobruk.

he was awarded the army campaign medals of 
1939-1945 and is currently the nSW President 
of the rats of tobruk association. 

Joe has contributed a great deal to the welfare of 
war veterans for which he has been recognised 
by the award of the order of australia Medal.

BiograPhy

Gary Oakley, national President
aboriginal and torres Strait islanders veterans and Service association of australia

indigenous liaison officer for the australian War Memorial
Unveiling the Reginald Saunders MBE Wall

G ary oakley of the gundungurra 
people is the first indigenous 

liaison officer employed at the 
australian War Memorial and is 
also the national President of 
the aboriginal and torres Strait 
islander veterans and Services 
association of australia 
(atSivSaa). 

a member of the cadet corps 
at high school, he joined the 
royal australian navy as a 
Junior recruit in 1969. gary later 
served at bases and on ships such as 
hMaS Duchess, hMaS Sydney, hMaS 
Perth, hMaS Stuart, hMaS Stalwart and the 
submarines hMaS Oxley and hMaS Ovens. gary 
became curator of the 1st australian Submarine 
Squadron Museum.

on leaving the ran, gary, took up a curatorial 
position at the australian War Memorial in the 
1990s. he has also been a curator at the Bavarian 

army Museum in ingolstadt, germany 
and has studied cultural heritage 

Management and Museum Studies 
at the University of canberra. 

gary has been a member of the 
navy reserve for over thirteen 
years and has worked closely 
with the navy history section, 
documenting and researching 
naval history. he also assists 
with indigenous affairs–adf 

helping with their indigenous 
Pre-recruitment courses as well as 

travelling to community to speak to 
indigenous youth in relation to careers 

in the defence force.
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BiograPhy

Cr John Wakefield, Mayor of Waverley
Unveiling the Memorial Sculpture

reginald SaUnderS, MBe

(1920–1990)

R eg Saunders’s father fought in 
the first World War, as did 

his uncle, reg rawlings, who was 
awarded the Military Medal and 
later killed in action. following in 
this military tradition, reg and 
his brother harry enlisted for 
service in the Second World 
War; harry was later killed in 
new guinea.

Saunders proved to be a 
natural soldier, and he found less 
discrimination in the army than in 
the wider community; he became a 
popular nco in the 2/7th Battalion. the 
unit saw action in north africa before joining 
the greek campaign. When the British evacuated 
crete in May 1941, Saunders was one of many 
men left behind. he spent an adventurous year 
hiding out, aided by the locals, before he was 
finally evacuated by sea. after he returned to 
australia he rejoined his battalion and served in 
new guinea. in late 1944 he attended an officer 
training unit, was commissioned lieutenant, and 
went back to the 2/7th.

the Korean War provided further opportunity 
for soldiering. Saunders led a company – c 
company, 3rd Battalion, royal australian 

O n remembrance day this year, 
Mayor John Wakefield paid 

a moving tribute to our fallen 
at the council’s cenotaph. he 
addressed the gathering saying, 
‘at this time we think about 
all the lives cut short in two 
World Wars, in Korea, in 
vietnam, the recent deaths of 
our soldiers in afghanistan and 
of all the dead in all wars in 
which our country has served.

‘the gratitude we feel can never 
meet the measure of their sacrifice…
in coming together today we pay tribute 
to the thousands of people, men and women, 
who have served their country in a variety of 
ways, both in front line positions and in support 
roles.’

as an amateur historian, John has always been 
fascinated by the battles and conflicts the world 
has endured in modern times. the knowledge 
John has gained led him to successfully lobby for 
a memorial to acknowledge the large russian 
community based in Waverley and their sacrifice 

Captain Reg Saunders (left) congratulates Private Vic Simon on 
shooting a winning score in a golf tournament. Capt. Saunders 
commanded a Rifle Company at the iconic battle of Kapyong during 
the Korean War and Pte Simon, of La Perouse, fought with 12 Platoon, 
Delta Company, 6th Battalion, The Royal Australian Regiment, at the 
Long Tan rubber plantation in the bloodiest night of the Vietnam War 
involving Australians and New Zealanders who were pitted against far 
superior enemy numbers.

regiment – through fierce fighting, 
including the battle at Kapyong in 

april 1951. he remained in the 
army for a year after the war; 
however, his life was becoming 
unsettled, and he had difficulty 
re-establishing himself as a 
civilian. tough years followed, 
but he overcame them. 
Meanwhile he found he was 
increasingly expected to be a 

spokesperson for indigenous 
australians.

in 1969 reg Saunders was selected 
to be among the first aboriginal liaison 

officers for the office of aboriginal affairs, 
which became the department of aboriginal 
affairs. devoted to those he had served with, 
he was a man of dignity and good humour who 
remained committed to the advancement of his 
people.

against fascism between1941 – 45. 
he also supported to have the 

aboriginal flag flying at the 
cenotaph in recognition of the 
indigenous people’s contribution 
to the defence of our nation.  

While the name Wakefield 
is not a common surname in 
australia, it does have a long 
connection to the political and 
social growth of the nation. 

edward gibbon Wakefield, an 
english political figure during the 

1800’s, was known as a charismatic 
and eccentric character, who helped 

australia, new Zealand and canada 
transform from colonies to self-governed 
members of the British commonwealth. 

originally from the northern Suburbs, John 
has lived in the Waverley area for just on 30 
years. he loves Waverley, its diversity of cultures 
and natural beauty, and is proud to serve its 
community.
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New Zealand Wars 
1863 - 1872

about 2,500 australian volunteers fought in the 
Maori Wars. the new Zealand government 
raised this force from what were then separate 
colonies and promised the volunteers land 
grants in return for their services. the victorian 
government dispatched its entire colonial navy 
– a single steam corvette, victoria to assist.  Many 
of the volunteers of australia’s first expeditionary 
force settled in new Zealand, mostly in the 
north island around gold fields.

Sudan 
29 March - 18 May 1885

When the australian-Sudan contingent landed 
at Suakin on the red Sea, 29 March 1885, the 
first Sudan War was nearly over.  although on 
active service for only a few weeks the 758 
australians, commanded by colonel John Soames 
richardson, experienced the full rigours of desert 
campaigning and saw one or two minor actions. 
infantry soldiers relied on square formation 
tactics and some trained with the 3rd camel 
corps.

South African War – Boer War 
1899 - 1902

the first australians to reach South africa 
were about 80 troopers from the new South 
Wales lancers who had paid their own way 
to train   with British cavalry at aldershot, UK. 
these men were on their way home when they 
were diverted to cape town, landing just three 
weeks after the Boers declared war. another 
16,000 personnel followed them, including 60 
nurses and 35,000 horses that suffered greatly 
in the conditions from a cruel work load, poor 
nourishment and disease. 

China – Boxer Rebellion 
8 august 1900

the australian colonies agreed to divert a naval 
Brigade intended for South africa to china to 
join troops and ships of several european nations 
facing a rebellion by the Boxers, a fanatical 
minority sworn to rid china of all foreigners.  the 
empress dowager supported them but most 
influential chinese provincial leaders did not. the 
Boxer defeat forced the empress to regulate 
relations between china and foreigners.

PlaQUeS for MeMorial ScUlPtUre PlaQUeS for MeMorial ScUlPtUre

During World War I –  Army 
July - September 1916

Pozières, a tiny french village below a ridge on 
the Somme river is “more densely sown with 
australian sacrifice than any other place on 
earth.” official war historian, charles Bean, used 
these words to describe the horror of a six 
week battle fought by australia’s 1st division, 2nd 
division and 4th division at a cost of over 23,000 
casualties including over 6,700 killed. constant 
german shelling was the most intense the 
australians had ever experienced. 

During World War I – Navy 
november 1914

the first convoy of 10 troop ships from new 
Zealand and 26 from australia carrying 30,000 
soldiers and 12,000 horses to the war left albany, 
Western australia protected by cruisers – 
Sydney, Melbourne and Minotaur.  off the coast 
of the cocos Keeling islands Sydney engaged 
and overpowered the emden, running it aground 
after severely damaging the german light cruiser. 
this first ship-to-ship engagement for the royal 
australian navy was described in a signal from 
Sydney to the convoy as: “emden beached and 
done for.”

During World War I – Air flying Corps 
27 May 1915

the air flying corps of eight squadrons first 
saw action in the oil fields of iraq and later flew 
against the enemy on the Western front and in 
other areas of the Middle east. Several pioneer 
aviation record breakers came from the ranks 
of australian World War i pilots, including Sir 
charles Kingsford Smith who served as a runner 
with the 2nd division at gallipoli and later took 
to the air in france where he was wounded and 
awarded the Military cross. 

During World War II – Army 
1941 
tobruk, libya

the nazi propaganda machine’s  lord haw 
haw, whose task it was to undermine australian 
morale in libya, earned the thanks and 
everlasting appreciation of australia’s embattled 
defenders of the port city of tobruk when, during 
his nightly radio broadcasts he referred to the 
diggers from the 9th division and a Brigade 
from the 7th division as “rats who live in holes 
in the ground” among other insults.  today, “rats 
of tobruk” conjures images of resilience, tenacity 
and strength in the face of great adversity.
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PlaQUeS for MeMorial ScUlPtUre

During World War II – Navy 
27 november 1941

Sloop hMaS Parramatta, while protecting 
the convoys known as the Scrap iron flotilla, 
experienced intense and prolonged air attacks. 
Parramatta was able to rescue 200 survivors 
from sunken vessels on the Mediterranean while 
accounting for three enemy war planes before 
she was torpedoed by german submarine 
U-559.  138 australians, including all officers, were 
killed while 24 survived.

During World War II – Air Force 
1939 - 45

australians were in the air war from the outset 
with 450 initially serving the raf, UK in 1939.  
the raaf operated bombers, sea planes, 
transports, fighters and training aircraft across the 
globe and by war’s end had 131,662 individuals in 
uniform operating 3,187 frontline aircraft, radar 
installations and even their own shipping. over 
3,400 of our aircrew, serving in raf Bomber 
command, were lost on raids over europe.  

Korean War  
1950 - 53

the Korean War began on 25 June 1950, when 
north Korean forces launched an invasion of 
South Korea. Personnel from the australian army, 
raaf, and ran fought as part of the United 
nations multi-national force, defending South 
Korea from the communist force of north 
Korea. When the war ended on 27 July 1953 
australian casualties numbered more than 1,500, 
of whom 339 were killed.

Malayan Emergency  
1950 - 60

the Malayan emergency was declared on 18 
June 1948, after three estate managers were 
murdered in Perak, northern Malaya. australia’s 
involvement in the emergency began in 1950 
with the arrival of raaf aircraft and personnel 
in Singapore. dakotas from 38 Squadron were 
deployed on cargo runs, troop movements, and 
paratroop and leaflet drops in Malaya, while six 
lincoln bombers of 1 Squadron provided the 
backbone of air operations.

Indonesian Confrontation 
1963 - 66

Between 1962 and 1966 indonesia and Malaysia 
fought a small, undeclared war which came to 
involve troops from australia and Britain. the first 
australian battalion, 3 rar, arrived in Borneo 
in March 1965 and served in Sarawak until the 
end of July. 23 australians were killed during 
confrontation, seven of them on operations, and 
eight were wounded.

During Vietnam War – Army 
1962 - 75

fire Support Bases coral/Balmoral

on 12 May 1968, australian troops fought off 
a massive north vietnamese army attack. this 
was the largest battle fought by australians in 
vietnam and lasted 26 days with the 1st and 3rd 
Battalions each experiencing full frontal attacks. 
in addition there were 71 patrol incidents over 
the period as the enemy constantly probed the 
australian defences. this action resulted in 25 
australians killed, over 100 wounded and over 
300 enemy dead.

During Vietnam War – Navy 
1965 - 72

the ran was involved in a variety of operational 
tasks at sea, ashore and in the air. Some 13,500 
personnel served aboard 18 ships while a 
helicopter flight integrated with US, republic of 
vietnam and australian army forces in attack 
and transport roles. clearance diving team 3, 
from 1967 – 1970 searched 7,441 ships   clearing 
them from explosive ordnance devices threats. 
ran ships bombarded coastal targets with their 
main guns and aircraft carrier hMaS Sydney 
converted to troop and supplies transport.  

During Vietnam War – Air Force 
1962 - 75

in early 1975 the communists launched a major 
offensive in the north of South vietnam, resulting 
in the fall of Saigon on 30 april. during april 
1975 a royal australian air force detachment 
of eight hercules transport aircraft flew 
humanitarian missions to aid civilian refugees 
displaced by the fighting and carried out the 
evacuation of vietnamese orphans (operation 
Babylift), before finally taking out embassy staff on 
25 april 1975. raaf flew bombers, helicopters,  
cargo and ground support missions during 
operations.

PlaQUeS for MeMorial ScUlPtUre
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First Gulf War 
1990 - 91

australian forces were deployed in the first gulf 
War under the auspices of the United nations. 
the royal australian navy (ran) provided 
vessels for the multi-national naval force, which 
formed an interception force in the Persian gulf 
to enforce Un sanctions. the ran presence 
included two frigates and the replenishment ship 
hMaS Success, which, having no air defences of 
its own, relied on the army’s 16th air defence 
regiment. hMaS Sydney (iv), hMaS adelaide, 
hMaS Brisbane, and hMaS darwin also served 
tours of duty in the Persian gulf.

Afghanistan 
2001 - present

operation Slipper is australia’s ongoing 
commitment to the war in afghanistan against 
the taliban and al Qaeda terrorists. australia’s 
involvement in the conflict can be broken 
into three phases. the first phase, operation 
anaconda, involved SaSr, two raaf Boeing 707 
air-to-air refuelling aircraft from no.33 Squadron 
tasked with defeating the taliban and concluded 
in december 2002. With escalation of insurgent 
violence in 2005, an australian Special forces 
task group was reinserted into afghanistan. this 
task group consisted of elements from a range 
of adf groups including special forces as well 
as logistical support personnel. the third phase 
of operation Slipper has seen australian forces 
concentrated in the oruzgan province as part of 
a dutch led Provincial reconstruction taskforce. 
to date operations remain on-going.

Iraq – Operation Falconer 
2003 - 08

australia contributed a force consisting of 
three royal australian navy ships, an orion 
P-3 maritime patrol aircraft, a c-130 hercules 
transport aircraft, and no. 75 Squadron royal 
australian air force which included 14 f/a-18 
hornet fighters. the army’s contribution was 
500 Special forces soldiers whom were involved 
in heavy action. By mid-2008, members of the 
australian defence force had assisted in training 
over 33,000 iraqi troops and in June, handed over 
responsibility for the province to local authorities.

Peacekeeping 
1947 - present

Since 1947, at least 30,000 australian 
peacekeepers have taken part in over 100 
operations, in more than two-dozen theatres 
of conflict around the world, as well as a 
similar number of disaster-relief operations. the 
australian defence force (adf) and australian 
federal Police (afP) have been involved in 
large and small operations of providing forces 
for leadership in peace observation and 
enforcement, weapons destruction, demining, 
training, and disaster relief all over the world.

PlaQUeS for MeMorial ScUlPtUre
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T he victoria cross is the highest decoration awarded for 
conspicuous bravery to members of the British and commonwealth 

armed forces, instituted by Queen victoria in 1856 and cast from 
metal of guns captured at Sebastopol during the crimean War 1854 
– 1856. the victoria cross for australia was instituted in the australian 
honours system on 15 January 1991. it replaces the British or imperial 
victoria cross. listed in the next pages are the australian recipients of 
the victoria cross awarded in theatres of war.
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Boer War

World War 1
VCs earned at Gallipoli are identified by G 

aXford tl 

BeathaM rM 

BirKS f 

BlacKBUrn aS 

Borella a 

BroWn We 

BUcKley ah 

BUcKley Mv 

BUgden PJ 

BUrton aS (g)

carrol J 

cartWright g 

caStleton cc 

cherry Ph 

cooKe t 

cUrrey WM 

dalZiel h 

dartnell Wt 

davey P 

dUnStan W g

dWyer JJ 

gaBy ae  

gordon BS 

grieve rc 

hall ac 

haMilton JP (g)

hoWell gJ 

ingraM gM 

inWood rr 

JacKa a (g)

JacKSon JWa 

JeffrieS cS 

JenSen Jc 

Joynt Wd 

Kenny tJB 

KeySor lM (g)

leaK J 

loWerSon ad 

Mactier r 

MaXWell J 

Mccarthy ld 

McdoUgall Sr 

Mcgee l 

McnaMara fh  

Moon rv 

MUrray hW 

neWland Je 

o’Meara M 

Peeler W 

PoPe c 

rUthven W 

ryan J 

Sadlier cWK 

SeXton g (aKa BUcKley Mv) 

ShoUt aJ (g)

Statton Pc 

StorKey Pv 

SyMonS WJ (g)

throSSell hvh g

toWner et 

tUBB fh (g)

WarK Ba 

WeatherS lc 

Whittle JW 

WoodS JP 

Bell fW 

BiSdee Jh  

hoWSe nr 

Maygar lc  

rogerS J 

Wylly gg 

BeloW are the naMeS of aUStralia’S 
victoria croSS reciPientS:
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Russia

World War 2

Vietnam War

Afghanistan War

PearSe Sg SUllivan aP 

anderSon cgW 

choWne a 

cUtler ar 

derricK tc 

edMondSon Jh 

edWardS hi 

french Ja  

gordon Jh 

gratWicK Pe 

gUrney aS 

Kelliher r 

Kenna e 

KiBBy Wh 

KingSBUry BS  

MacKey JB 

Middleton rh 

neWton We 

Partridge fJ 

rattey rr 

Starcevich lt 

Badcoe PJ 

Payne K 

SiMPSon rS 

Wheatley Ka 

donaldSon Mg roBertS-SMith B 

BeloW are the naMeS of aUStralia’S 
victoria croSS reciPientS:
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T      he North Bondi RSL Sub-Branch 
was founded on 22 March 1944 by some of 

the original members of the Rats of Tobruk.  
as such, we have long called our Sub-Branch 
Tobruk House or otherwise The Rathouse. 

during World War ii, in 1941 great Britain had 
to withdraw most of its forces from africa to 
defend greece.  this left australian diggers with 
the task of defending the city of tobruk, in libya, 
a stronghold where future attacks could be 
launched upon german forces.

twice the size of australian forces, the germans 
under the leadership of field Marshal erwin 
rommel, had never before been defeated in any 
battle. 

australian forces, let by lieutenant general 
leslie Morshead, held off rommel’s troops for 
approximately 250 days.  rommel threw his 
tank forces at the australians who concentrated 
on taking out infantry protecting the tanks thus 
leaving the armoured vehicles without ground 
support.  the luftwaffe continuously bombed 
tobruk forcing australian diggers to seek 
protection underground in a network of tunnels. 

although the australian rats of tobruk were 
outnumbered they showed courage and 
determination and were able to successfully 
defend tobruk despite round-the-clock attacks 
from the air and ground. 

hiStory

The Rathouse History

in typical australian dry wit, the diggers gave 
themselves the name of “rats of tobruk”  after 
radio Berlin’s propaganda describing the 
australians as “caught like rats in a trap.”

after the rats of tobruk came back from WW ii 
they established the rSl Sub-Branch as Tobruk 
House in north Bondi with the nickname as 
The Rathouse.   The Rathouse moved to its 
present location in March 1962 and before then 
was adjacent to it.

NO SURRENDER
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office BearerS
The Returned & Services League of 
Australia (New South Wales Branch) North Bondi RSL Sub-Branch

North Bondi RSL Club

Mr d.e.J. (don) rowe oaM  
State President 

Mr J. (John) haines aM  
State Vice President - Metropolitan 

dr r.g. (rod) Bain  
State Vice President - Southern Country 

Mr r.c. (Bob) crosthwaite oaM Be JP  
State Vice President - Northern Country 

Mr r.d. (rod) White aM rfd  
Honorary State Treasurer 

Mr r.a.c. (Bob) durbin  
State Councillor - Metropolitan 

Mr W.t. (Bill) harrigan  
State Councillor - Metropolitan 

Mr i.M. (ian) henderson  
State Councillor - Metropolitan 

Mr d.J. (darren) McManus-Smith  
State Councillor - Metropolitan 

Mrs e.a. (ann) garland  
State Councillor - Metropolitan 

Mr a.a, (tony) toussaint  
State Councillor - Southern Country 

Mr W.J. (Bill) humphreys oaM  
State Councillor - Southern Country 

Mr r.J. (Bob) Metcalfe  
State Councillor - Northern Country 

Mr P.J. (Peter) Stephenson  
State Councillor - Northern Country 

david J. griffiths, dcM  
Patron 

frederick d. alderman  
President & Trustee

david S. Sims  
Vice President & Trustee

William davis  
Vice President

norbert c. Keough, JP 
Honorary Secretary

andrew trickett  
Treasurer

frederick d. hyland, JP 
Trustee

nick Wiesener 
Honorary Assistant Secretary

robert Peirce 
Committee Member

Will close 
Committee Member

Martyn Bell, cSc 
President

trent Beilken  
Vice President



the hon Malcolm turnbull MP, federal Member for Wentworth

Martyn Bell, cSc, President north Bondi rSl club

commodore Peter laver, ran, commander fleet air arm

captain Jay Bannister, ran, commanding officer, hMaS Watson

Major Peter o’connor, australian army Band, Sydney

australian War Memorial

christopher dawson

Beverley Simon

noel christensen rfd

north Bondi Surf lifesaving club

Steve lovat, Secretary-Manager, north Bondi rSl club

north Bondi rSl SUB-Branch 
thanKS: 


